[image: image3.png]ENERGY
MANAGEMENT

COGENERATION

ADYINI
JALLVNYEILTY





Association of Energy Engineers



New York Chapter

www.aeeny.org
                      April 2009 Newsletter Part 2
April 2009 Meeting Announcement
Wireless Technologies Applications

Wireless communications applied to two mechanical types of equipment, water meters and steam traps, will be presented. New York City has just started installing a wireless based Automated Meter Reading system to about 826,000 water meters in the City. It consists of small, low power radio transmitters retrofitted to individual meters that send readings to a network of rooftop receivers throughout the City. Installation will take about three years and the system will be part of the New York City Wireless Network.  
 
For the past few years, Armstrong International has offered SteamEye, a steam trap monitoring system that uses a wireless radio frequency transmitter to mounted at the inlet of any type of steam trap to detect temperature and ultrasonic fluctuations in steam flow. The transmitters can be installed on traps in service without shutting off the steam. A central receiver receiving signals either directly from the transmitter or from a repeater can alert system operators of trap failure.   

Speakers:      Warren Liebold, Director of Metering/Conservation, 
                      Mike Laburunda, Product Specialist, Armstrong International 
 
When:            Tuesday, April 21, 2009    5:30-8:00pm
                       (sandwiches & networking at 5:30, presentations begin at 6:00)
 
Where:            Office of Duane Morris, 1540 Broadway, 14th Floor
                        Enter on North Side of 45th Street, near Broadway
                        Visitors sent by security to 14th Floor
 
Reminders:     $20 for chapter members, $25 for non-members 
                        Chapter sessions generally carry Continuing Education Units. 
 

Warren Liebold is the director of Metering/Conservation for the New York City Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) and is the Project Manager for its Automated Meter Reading (AMR) project. He joined DEP in 1992 and has designed and managed meter installation and end-user water conservation programs, including the City's Toilet Rebate Program; participated in the development of most customer service policies of the New York City Water Board and been a member of DEP's Drought Emergency Variance Board (2002).

Accompanying Mr. Liebold to assist in answering questions and discussion will be representatives from the NYC Department of Information Technology & Telecommunications and from Aclara, the company supplying the metering infrastructure technology.    

Mike Labrunda is an Armstrong Product Specialist. With over 25 years of product and service experience with Armstrong International in steam, air, humidification and hot water systems, he is responsible for management of the distribution channels of Armstrong products in the New York metropolitan and New Jersey market. He is a graduate of the Electrical Engineering program at the Newark College of Engineering (NJIT), Newark, NJ.
 
Tesla Model S Electric Sedan Breaks Cover

By Jerry Garrett, The New York Times, Mar 26  09 


LOS ANGELES — Tesla Motors, the electric-car maker, unveiled its much-anticipated Model S sedan on Thursday, here at the SpaceX rocket plant, which is also owned by Tesla’s chief executive, Elon Musk.


Mr. Musk, in introducing the Model S, said the first cars would be delivered to customers in the third quarter of 2011. The company said it would build the car in Southern California, but would not say where.


Three different power configurations will be available, Mr. Musk said, “160-mile, 230-mile and 300-mile battery packs.” The 160-mile pack comes standard on the $57,400 base model (a federal tax credit can shave $7,500 from the price). He declined to provide pricing for the longer-range battery packs, but said they could be rented or leased “if you wanted to go on a long trip, or something.” Battery packs have a projected life expectancy of seven to 10 years and can be easily changed or swapped, he added.


In its most powerful configuration, the Model S would weigh “about 4,000 pounds” and have a top speed of more than 130 miles an hour, Mr. Musk said. It is said to accelerate from a standing start to 60 miles an hour in less than six seconds. The $109,000 Tesla Roadster can sprint to 60 miles an hour in four seconds. 


The Model S, which looks a bit like the Maserati Quattroporte sedan, was the subject of a recent styling re-do by Franz von Holzhausen, formerly of Mazda, who joined Tesla last year. The original design was sketched by Henrik Fisker, who has since started his own electric-car company.


The Model S will seat up to seven people. Folding the rear seats down increases cargo space. 


“It has side-facing seats in the rear, like some station wagons once had,” Mr. von Holzhausen said. “You can also fit a 50-inch plasma TV in there, a surfboard and other large objects — although not at the same time seven people are sitting in it. It’s one or the other.”


The version shown here had a glass roof, which Mr. von Holzhausen said was also planned for the production model.


“The absence of a conventional powertrain creates all sorts of possibilities for rethinking the traditional interior configuration of the automobile,” he explained.


There was some initial confusion about pricing at Thursday’s press conference. Mr. Musk said the price would be $49,900 and suggested the actual cost would actually be less, “down in Ford Taurus territory” when factoring in savings of “$10,000 to $15,000” because the Model S uses no gasoline and qualifies for a $7,500 federal tax credit. He later said that the price is, in fact, $57,400 and that the federal tax credit should be deducted from that amount, not the $49,900 price he had earlier cited.


Tesla is planning production of up to 20,000 Model S sedans yearly, once manufacturing at its planned plant ramps up fully in mid-2012. Mr. Musk said production of the vehicle was being moved from a previously announced site in San Jose, Calif. The company has said that Model S production also depends on the approval of a loan from the Department of Energy.


Last year, the federal government made $25 billion in low-interest loans available to automakers big and small to develop new technologies like electric cars. The Department of Energy is currently in the process of sifting through the applications.

Copyright 2009 The New York Times Company
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Current NY Chapter AEE Sponsors:
The New York Chapter of AEE would like to thank our corporate sponsors who help underwrite our activities. Please take a moment to visit their websites and learn more about them:

· Duane Morris LLP
· Constellation Energy
· Innoventive Power
· Association for Energy Affordability
· R3 Energy Management
If you or your firm is interested in sponsoring the New York Chapter of AEE, please contact Jeremy Metz at jeremy.metz@verizon.com.

Solar-powered Faucet and Flushometers: Sloan Valve Company's SOLIS flushometers and the SOLIS faucet, which utilize state-of-the-art photovoltaic technology, are now available on one spec sheet for handy reference. The solar-powered faucet and Flushometers use light to charge a highly efficient capacitor, providing power even in rooms with occupancy-controlled lighting. Visit sloanvalve.com for a free copy of the spec sheet.

Some Inconvenient Thinkers

By Andrew C. Revkin, NYTimes, Mar 25  09
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Eugene Richards for The New York Times 

         Freeman Dyson. 

The New York Times Magazine is running a long profile of Freeman Dyson, the independent-minded physicist and polymath from Princeton, N.J., who has come into the public eye of late because of his anti-consensual views of global warming — which are also different from the views of many people in the variegated assemblage of climate skeptic/denier/realists (depending on who is describing them) fighting efforts to curb greenhouse gases.


Personally, I see Mr. Dyson (he never pursued a Ph.D) in a different camp, as one of a handful of scientists for whom ideological predispositions have no bearing on how they approach a technical question. On climate, Mr. Dyson may be right or wrong, and pretty much admits that. At the heart of his complaint, he rejects the idea that an airtight case has been made that humans are dangerously disrupting, or are capable of disrupting, the climate system. His main target appears to be climate simulations on computers. (Despite this, my guess is his signature won’t show up on the “case is not closed” advertisement coming from the Cato Institute next week. He does have an Obama sticker on his car, according to Nicholas Dawidoff, who wrote the magazine article.)


Mr. Dyson’s own analytical work on climate and greenhouse gases is very limited, however, which is why James Hansen of NASA, whose work is strongly challenged by Mr. Dyson in the magazine story, fires back that Mr. Dyson “doesn’t know what he’s talking about.” At the end of this post, there’s more on one facet of the climate question that Mr. Dyson did examine in some depth back in 1976 — the prospect of pulling huge amounts of carbon dioxide out of the air with specially bred trees. 


There are other analysts of the climate and energy challenges who I’d lump in the same category. One is Vaclav Smil of the University of Manitoba, who is a fountain of inconvenient truths about energy technology. One example is the calculation that he says shows the impossibility of affordably capturing carbon dioxide from power plants at a remotely meaningful scale.


Another independent intellectual is Jesse Ausubel of Rockefeller University, who splits his time between helping conduct a global census of marine life and analyzing how patterns of population, consumption and technological change interrelate. He wrote way back in 1991 that “clean coal is an oxymoron” but has also written that energy policy does not matter because it essentially reflects technology but does not change it. In defiance of more gloomy projections, he has also concluded that improving agricultural technologies and production methods will lead to a “great reversal” of the degradation of land and oceans.


As for Mr. Dyson, whom I last recall interviewing over 20 years ago for articles on nuclear weapons, nuclear winter and the like, his views on climate will either fade or build. Some will attack him for potentially muddying the waters and delaying climate policy. Others will attack him for being outrageously wrong and slanderous. He sees such critics as mainly driven by politics or passion in a quasi-religious way.


Mr. Dyson wrote about the carbon dioxide question in 1977, in a paper laying out a form of climate management or geo-engineering. The resulting paper was “Can we control the carbon dioxide in the atmosphere?” It is also available as a pdf file on the Web site of Russell Seitz.


This is how Mr. Dyson characterized the carbon dioxide question and his tree-plantation solution, which he wrote was very unlikely to be pursued: 


The purpose of this paper is to begin a process of mental preparation which may enable us to have realistic plans ready if ever the danger of catastrophe from from CO2 accumulation becomes acute. To have plans ready is a form of life insurance, valuable even if the threatened catastrophe never happens. 


Have a look at his New York Review of Books article and his 1977 paper. What’s your take on his role in this ongoing discourse? What other scientists or analysts do you put into this category (if you agree it is a category of its own)?

Copyright 2009 The New York Times Company
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                                   The Superintendents Technical Association (aka the Supers Club) is     
                                                     the first technical society of multifamily building maintenance 

                                    personnel. For free e-mail edition of monthly newsletter, visit our Web 

                                    site: www.nycSTA.org or ask

                                    Dick Koral, Secretary  rkoral@citytech.cuny.edu 
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                                                      Syska Hennessy Group, Inc.

                                                             Contact: Bipin Shah, Senior Vice President 
                                                                             11 W. 42nd Street
                                                                                      New York, NY 10036
                                                                                        Tel: 212.556.3461 
                                                                                           Fax: 212.556.3223           BShah@Syska.com 
  
                                                                                                                                    http://www.Syska.com
Consulting + Engineering + Technology + Construction
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 EME GROUP

   159 W. 25th Street, 5th Floor, New York, NY 10001

   Tel: 212.529.5969  fax: 212.529.6023 phone: 212.529.5969

CREATIVE PROBLEM SOLVING · CUTTING EDGE ENERGY CONSERVATION · INNOVATIVE SYSTEM DESIGN
                                                                                             www.emegroup.com 



DON’T do your Energy Savings project without us!
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FQUIPMENT FINANCING



M-Core Has The Answer!





M-Core™ provides energy savings project financing to Co-Ops, Condo’s, small 







and large businesses, Non-profits and Municipalities.  
We are NYSERDA Energy $martSM Loan EXPERTS

No capital outlay    - Favorable terms  

Chillers, Boilers, Lighting, Solar and much more
If you are interested in learning more about how M-Core™ can assist you with project financing needs, please call Michael Weisberg at 845-369-8777 ext. 21. Michael@m-corecredit.com   21 Par Rd. Montebello, NY 10901-3937
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Past Presidents
Mike Bobker (2003-05), Asit Patel (2000-03), Thomas Matonti (1998-99), Jack Davidoff (1997-98), Fred Goldner (1993-96), Peter Kraljic (1991-92), George Kritzler (1989-90), Alfred Greenberg (1982-89), Murray Gross (1981-82), Herbert Kunstadt (1980-81), Sheldon Liebowitz (1978-80)
FAIR USE NOTICE: This site contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the copyright owner. We are making such material available in our efforts to advance understanding of environmental, economic, scientific, and technical issues. We believe this constitutes a 'fair use' of any such copyrighted material as provided for in section 107 of the US Copyright Law. In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, the material on this site is distributed without profit to those who have expressed a prior interest in receiving the included information for research and educational purposes. For more information go to: http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/17/107.shtml. If you wish to use copyrighted material from this site for purposes of your own that go beyond 'fair use', you must obtain permission from the copyright owner.[image: image2.wmf]
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